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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 10.55 TO
MODIFY THE DEFINInONS, PERMIT REQUIREMENTS, SECURITY PERSONNEL
REQUIREMENTS AND AGE RESTRICTIONS FOR TEEN NIGHTCLUBS; AND AMENDING
ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE AND CODE OF REGULATIONS CHAPTERS 25.10 TO
PROVIDE AN AGE RESTRICTION AND REQUIRE A SPECIFIED RATIO OF ADULT
SUPERVISORS TO MINORS FOR CERTAIN UNDERAGE DANCES ON MUNICIPAL

PROPERTY.

WHEREAS, persons over 19 are generally no longer in high school and are considered adults for
most purposes;

in anoth~T ;tlT; ~rli ction

WHEREAS, the US Supreme Court has recognized findings1hat older teens have easier access to
drugs and alcohol and have more mature and liberal sexual attitudes;

WHEREAS, persons under 16 are generally not licensed to drive unaccompanied by an adult and
thus are not able to independently remove themselves from potentially dangerous situations, are not
generally as mature as older teens, and are often victims of crimes committed by older teens; and

WHEREAS, age restrictions are designed to discourage adult and juvenile crime, including crimes
committed by older juveniles against younger juveniles; now therefore,

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:

Section 1.. Anchorage Municipal Code subsections 1 O.55.005D. and E. are hereby amended to read
as follows: (the remainder of the section is not affected and therefore not set out)

10.55.005
* * *

Definitions.
******

D. "Teen nightclub" means any place,s [OR] location. or Rremises which is not a cultural
performance venue at which [WHERE] an underage dance is conducted, operated, or
maintained [FOR MORE THAN SIX DAYS IN A CALENDAR YEAR, AND
INCLUDES THE BUSINESS PREMISES IN WHICH AN UNDERAGE DANCE IS
CONDUCTED, OPERATED, OR MAINTAINED], including but not limited to
hallways, bathrooms, and other areas readily open and accessible to the patrons of the
underage dance, such as parking lots and other adjoining areas.

"Underage dance" means an activity or entity which is open to the general public,
provides music, has a dance floor or area set aside where patrons can dance, permits
the entryofpersons~[20] years old or younger, and requires a monetary payment or
other form of contribution from any of the persons admitted.
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Amendments to AO 2003-55

10.55.010

B. Exceptions.

4- T Jndera~e dance.<;, nr clllhlralperfnTn'lance venue.<;, .<;pnn.<;nred and

suoervised bv the Municioalitv:
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Anchorage Municipal Code subsection lO.55.010C is hereby amended to read as
follows: (the remainder of the section is not affected and therefore not set out)
Section 2.

10.55.010 Teen nie:htclub oermit and cultural oerformance venue oermit.
*** *** ***
C. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, on October 1, 1996 the provisions of the

Teen Nightclub Law unrelated to whether a teen nightclub or a cultural perfomlance
venue has a pemlit apply to a teen nightclub and a cultural perfomlance venue and to
the owners, operators, managers, and employees of a teen nightclub or a cultural
perfomlance venue which does not fit within an exception described in subsection B.
of this section. Such provisions applying whether or not a teen nightclub or a cultural
perfomlance venue has a permit specifically include the requirements for security
personnel under Section 10.55.045; restriction on admission of persons under lQ [14]
years of age, identification requirements, and rights of parents and legal guardians to
prohibit patronage by person under 18 years of age under Section 10.55.050; hours of
operation under Section 10.55.055; access for police officers under Section
10.55.060; alcohol and tobacco under Section 10.55.070; duty to report intoxicated
persons under Section 10.55.075; maintenance of regulated business activity in
violation declared a nuisance and abatement under Section 10.55.085; authority of
municipal clerk to adopt regulations, procedures, and fomls under Section 10.55.090;
administrative procedure and review under Section 10.55.095; penalties and
prosecution under Section 10.55.100; and fine schedule under Section 14.60.030.

*** ***
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***

,8-1-96; AO No. 96-126(8), § 1, 10-1-96)(AO No. 96-51(S-1), §

Anchorage Municipal Code section 10.55.050 is hereby amended to read as follows:Section 3.

A!!e restrictions and identification reQuirements for teen ni!!htclubs. ri2:hts
ofoarents and le!!al !!uardians to orohibit oatrona!!e of teen ni!!htclubs by
oerson under 18 years of a!!e. and reQuired si!!ns announcin!! a!!e of
oatrons allowed.

10.55.050,~:2~i

33

34

35

A. [1.] No person conducting or operating a teen nightclub shall allow, either by act or
omission, any person under the age of 1.2 [14] years to enter or remain on the
premises. [2.] No person having charge or control of any teen nightclub shall allow
any person under the age of 18 years to enter or remain on the premises after receiving
a written notice signed by the parent or legal guardian of such teenager which requests
that said teenager be prevented from entering the premises.

,3'

3

j'

34:

4

No person conducting or operating a teen nightclub shall allow, either by act or
omission, any person ~ [21] years or older to enter or remain upon the premises,

B.42
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except: a parent or guardian accompanying a person under the age of 18 years; bona
fide employees or compensated independent contractors of the pennittee or security
personnel as required under Section 10.55.045; and governmental employees in the
performance of their duties.

Teen nightclub operators shall ascertain the correct legal age of all persons seeking
admission. Any person who does not meet the age requirements of this section shall
be excluded from admission. The teen nightclub operator shall require proof of age
from each patron before allowing the patron to enter the teen nightclub. Such proof of
age ~ [MAY] be established by identification issued by the patron's school or a
governmental agency such as the state division of motor vehicles. Such proof of age
must contain, at a minimum, the patron's name, the patron's date of birth, and a picture
of the patron taken within the preceding two years.

c.56
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D. Signs announcing the ages of patrons allowed in the teen nightclub or the cultural
perfonnance venue ~ [MUST] be posted in conspicuous places inside and outside
the teen nightclub or cultural perfonnance venue.

(AO No. 96-51(S-1), § 1,8-1-96; AO No. 96-126(S), § 1, 10-1-96)16
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Anchorage Municipal Code subsection IO.55.030B.9. is hereby amended to read as
follows: (the remainder of the section is not affected and therefore not set out)
Section 4.

Anchorage Municipal Code section 10.55.045 is hereby amended to read as follows:Section 5.

33 10.55.045 Security personnel.

All permittees shall ensure that an adequate number of qualified security personnel are
employed and in attendance upon teen nightclub premises and cultural performance venue
premises to maintain order and ensure compliance with the laws of the state and ordinances
of the municipality. For purposes of this section, there is no "adequate num~f qualified
security personnel" unless there is at least one security person for each~ ~} persons
actually on the business premises of a teen nightclub or cultural performance venue as
defined in AMC 10.55.005. No person serving food or drinks or managing a teen nightclub
or cultural performance venue can be counted as a "security person" for purposes of this
section. The minimum age for such security personnel shall be 21 years of age.
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.'1 (AO No. 96-51(8-1), § 1,8-1-96; AO No. 96-126(8), § 1, 10-1-96)

8ection 6. Anchorage Municipal Code Chapter 25.10 is hereby amended by adding a new
section to read as follows:

2

3

25.10.1004

A.5

6

7
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B.9
10
11

Underae:e dances.

Underage dances, as defined in chapter 10.55, which are held on municipal property
shall be limited to persons between 16 and ~ years of age, except for underage
dances sponsored by accredited educational institutions and held under the direct
supervision of school authorities£ ~

~~~n~~~~~ al;d-~~~~~~v~~e:L'it1 S;I.tEg~~~~t~~:~I ~~-
Except for ~nderage da~c~s sponsorea DY accr~~Ite.a 9~}l~~f~~~elPlstl~~<JIJs ana n~lo
under the dIrect supervIsIon of school authontIes~a use permIt pursuanno sectIon
25.10.060 shall be required for underage dances on municipal property.

Anchorage Municipal Code of Regulations section 25.10.010 is hereby amended to
read as follows: (the remainder of the section is not affected and therefore not set out)
Section 7.1:,2:

13

25.10.010 Standards for issuance of use permit.
*** ***

14
***1$

No pennit shall be issued for an activity designed for minors unless the pennittee
demonstrates the availability of adult supervision to the satisfaction of the director.

be at least at a ratio of 1 adult Der ~inors anticiDated to attend.
1S
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Sections 6 and 7 shall not apply to underage dances already validly authorized by the
Municipality or its contractors. This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and
approval by the Assembly.

Section 8.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this --~- day of () ;'.1, ;1 .2003. . /--.::-.~ ,

Chair of the Assembly

ATTEST:

~

G:\MA1\OPEN MA1TERS\Teen clubs\AO.DOC
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